Mike Swan

I was employed as a cartographer with the Ordnance Survey for over 25 years, working in Southampton and Birmingham. Nearly 20 years of that was spent working in all aspects of Digital Mapping. I retired from the OS early and moved to the dark skies of western Ireland.

  Combining cartography with an enthusiasm for astronomy it was only natural that I became a uranographer. I started creating maps of the stars from the mid 1970s, producing them professionally for various books and publications, most notably the 18th and 19th editions of Norton’s Star Atlas. With the advent of home computing, and the easy access to databases and software programmes, it became far easier and quicker to create maps of the stars. I have produced the Webb Star Atlas for the Webb Deep-Sky Society and I am currently working on volume 2 of my two part publication – Atlas of Open Star Clusters - the first part of which is now available.

  In this present volume I have produced the all-sky charts, the finder charts and the orbital plots.

